
ACADEMIES OF EXCELLENCE



Welcome to an exciting period of education ahead at Snowy Mountains Grammar School.

We are introducing a program called the Academies of Excellence, as an innovative educational initiative 

from Term 1, 2016 for students from Year 7 onwards. The program is designed to inspire and engage 

students in their choice of a broad range of interests and opportunities.

You will see as you read through this booklet there are many different elective choices for students, far 

more than ever before, and offered to students earlier in their senior schooling, so they can immerse 

themselves in a wide range of educational experiences. In doing so, students have tremendous 

flexibility and can either try a new elective every term, or remain with one and really hone in on pure 

excellence. The choice is theirs and our teachers are excited to offer this magnificent program.

The various schools within the Excellence program, listed below, include numerous programs within 

each of the schools:

• Academy of Creative & Performing Arts 

• Academy of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

• Academy of Exercise Science and Sporting Performance

• Academy of Literature, Research and Social Sustainability

With credible research demonstrating that students in education across the globe are disengaging 

from learning and school, at Snowy Mountains Grammar School we are heading in the opposite 

direction and engaging students in areas in which they love to learn. In addition, our students also 

learn the full complement of the rigorous Australian Curriculum administered through NSW BOSTES 

and successfully complete the Higher School Certificate in Year 12. For further information, please look 

at the Frequent Questions and Answers section at the end of the document.

I invite you to explore the following pages and see why education at Snowy Mountains Grammar just 

got even more exciting.

Andrew Bell 
Principal

Welcome



Embracing technology

Learners as individuals

“With credible research 
demonstrating that 

students in education 
across the globe are 

disengaging from 
learning and school, 
at Snowy Mountains 

Grammar School we are 
heading in the opposite 
direction and engaging 

students in areas in 
which they love to 

learn.”



Academies of Excellence
ACADEMY OF CREATIVE 
AND PERFORMING ARTS

ACADEMY OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, 
ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS

ACADEMY OF EXERCISE SCIENCE
AND SPORTING PERFORMANCE

ACADEMY OF LITERATURE, BUSINESS 
AND SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

School of Drama and Theatre Studies

School of Music

School of Visual Arts

School of Digital Media

School of Aviation

School of Sciences

School of Engineering

School of Innovation and Design

School of Mathematics

School of Snowsports

School of Mountain Biking

School of Equestrian

School of Sporting Performance

School of Literature and Languages

School of Vocational Training

School of Early Childhood Education

School of Languages and Culture

School of Business and Law



The SMGS Baccalaureate 
Diploma

Snowy Mountains Grammar School is proud to launch the SMGS 

Baccalaureate. This is a school-based qualification that is an accumulative 

credential, awarded to a student at the end of their educational journey at 

SMGS.

Students are able to enrol in a range of subjects through the Academies of 

Excellence and gain credit towards the SMGS Baccalaureate.  Each term of 

study in a respective school is equivalent to 2 credit points of study. Each year 

a student can accumulate up to 6 credit points of study. Students are required 

to achieve at least 30 credit points to be eligible for the SMGS Baccalaureate. 

Students are able to develop a major and/or minor sequence of study. To have 

a major listed on a student’s SMGS Baccalaureate, they must have at least 18 

credit points of study within that school. For a student to have a minor listed 

on their SMGS Baccalaureate they must have gained least 12 credit points 

within that school. It is possible for students to have a number of minors 

listed on their final SMGS Baccalaureate depending on their particular pattern 

of study. 

Each year at the conclusion of Term 4, students will receive their academic 

transcript that will detail their current credentials and their achievement 

against each unit studied. This will be in addition to formal academic reports 

that will be given at the end of each semester. 

The SMGS Baccalaureate recognises and rewards students who are actively 

engaged in the pursuit of quality and excellence in their chosen educational 

studies with the Academies of Excellence at SMGS. 

The Record of School Achievement  
RoSA

Students are able to accumulate credit towards a Stage 5 course if they have studied the required hours 

to meet either the 100-hour or 200-hour course. This is a formal qualification that is issued by the NSW 

Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards. This is a progressive qualification that follows a 

student from Year 9 through until the conclusion of Year 12. 

A student who studies at least three terms in a particular school will have accumulated 100 hours of 

formal study towards that subject (if offered at RoSA level). A student who studies for at least 6 terms 

will have accumulated 200 hours of study for that course. Students will have the averaged result of 

their pattern of study for eligible units recorded on their RoSA.

The Higher School Certificate   
HSC

It is possible for a student to be working towards a 2-unit Board Developed Course (sits a HSC 

Examination) or 2 Unit Board Endorsed Course (no HSC Examination) through the Academies of 

Excellence. Not all schools within the Academies of Excellence offer this pathway. Students must 

complete the Year 11 Preliminary HSC components and the Year 12 HSC components to be eligible for 

the units to count towards their formal NSW Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards 

qualification. If it is a Board Developed Course, students must also sit the HSC Examination.

Students may accumulate credit towards any Board Endorsed Course throughout Years 7 to 12. In some 

instances, this may mean that a student can study fewer subjects in Year 11 and Year 12 as they have 

already met the requirements for these subjects and they will be listed as completed. 



Academy of Creative 
and Performing Arts



School of Drama 
and Theatre Studies
Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4
Teacher:  Mrs Cath Batson 
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification SMGS Diploma

Related HSC Subjects: Drama

Overview
The School of Drama and Theatre Studies inspires 
a love of the Arts by providing workshops across 
a range of topics including acting, group-devised 
performances and script analysis. Students will have 
an opportunity to perform in a school musical and 
present individual and small group performances 
throughout the year. 

Term 1 Overview
Students will work together with the School of Music 
in preparation of for the school musical. Through 
script analysis, character development, physical 
theatre and movement workshops, students will 
work towards a final presentation of a selection of 
scenes and songs. 

Term 2 Overview
In Term 2, students will join the Schools of Music 
and Visual Arts to continue to rehearse, refine and 
polish the musical. The term will culminate with the 
presentation of the school musical.

Term 4 Overview
Students will work towards an evening in a theatre 
restaurant along with the Schools of Music, Visual 
Arts and Languages and Cultures. Working with a 
theme and style of theatre, students will devise 
individual and group performances to be presented 
to the live audience on the night. Students will also 
have the opportunity to wait tables, in character.

School of Music

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4 
Teacher:  Mrs Sue Sell 
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification:    SMGS Diploma
Related HSC Subjects:    Music 1, Music 2 

Overview
The School of Music draws upon the success of 
our Music department in developing musicians 
for the 21st century. Students study composition 
and musicology and are extensively involved 
in performance preparation. Students will have 
the opportunity to perform in a school musical 
and present individual and group performances 
throughout the year.

Term 1 Overview
In Term 1, students in the School of Music will join 
with the School of Drama and Theatre Studies 
to commence preparation for a school musical. 
Students will have the opportunity to improve vocal, 
aural, technical and practical skills. 

Term 2 Overview
Students will have the opportunity to compose, 
using technology, and will extend their research 
skills through analysis and interpretation of various 
musical forms. Students will demonstrate through 
these activities their appreciation, tolerance and 
respect for the aesthetic value of music as an art 
form.

Term 4 Overview
Continuing on from the success of the school 
musical, students will devise a theatre restaurant 
experience for a live audience. Working with the 
students of the Schools of Drama & Theatre Studies, 
Visual Arts and Languages and Cultures students 
will have the opportunity to devise performances 
working with a theme and style.

School of Visual Arts

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4 
Teacher:  Mrs Katie Witherdin 
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification:    SMGS Diploma
Related HSC Subjects:   Visual Arts

Overview
The School of Visual Arts draws upon the successful 
development of students as artists for the 21st 
century. Students study an array of art forms and 
understand critical and historical connections 
between these works. Practically, students explore 
contemporary art forms that are reflective of their 
culture and interests. 

Term 1 Overview
Students will experiment with a range of materials 
and procedures to create their own “Lake Light 
Sculpture” (a popular event along Lake Jindabyne 
during the Easter Long Weekend). Professional 
photography skills will be introduced using urban 
and rural landscapes as subject matter. These will be 
put up for sale at the Easter Lions Art Show. Elements 
of art will be studied for junior years, ranging from 
sharpie patterns, low poly animal prints, infographics 
and inukshuk sculptures.

Term 2 Overview
Students can explore street art as a form of social, 
personal and cultural expression and art for public 
space. Methods such as stencilling, Photoshop skills, 
school-based murals and public art festival will be 
implemented. 

Term 4 Overview
Students will be collaboratively working on the 
set design, themes, room decorations, costumes 
and marketing for the theatre restaurant. This will 
include exploration into a range of materials and 
methods, working as a team, adhering to a budget 
and representing particular themes and genres to 
effectively create a successful showcase night for the 

school’s creative arts faculty.

School of Digital Media

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4 
Teacher:  Mr Callum Ross 
Availability: Years 7-12                            
Qualification:  2 Unit Photography, 
  Video & Digital Imaging

Related HSC Subjects: Visual Arts, Drama,   
Photography, Video and Digital Imaging

Overview
Students will develop knowledge, skills and 
understanding through the making of videos 
and digital images that lead to and demonstrate 
conceptual and technical accomplishment. There 
are two pathways, depending on the individual 
student’s aims and interests, which provide the 
opportunity to improve on the practice of creating 
and editing content.

Term 1 Overview
Students will commence the year with an 
Introduction to the Practice in their chosen field of 
video or digital imaging. This module allows students 
to develop some understanding of how the world 
can be investigated in their chosen artistic form and 
are introduced to the technical understanding they 
need to operate video or digital camera equipment 
and the software used to edit content. 

Term 2 Overview
In Developing a Point of View students progress their 
artistic practice in video and digital photography 
by thinking about their intentions, the audience for 
their work, and how the world can be interpreted in 
selecting subject matter and concepts. 

Term 4 Overview
Term 4 presents the opportunity to identify and 
understand the Traditions, Conventions, Styles and 
Genres that are part of the history and language of 
this field. Students will develop a proficiency in the 
employment of filmic styles and conventions in their 
video and investigate how digital imaging borrows 
from other art forms, including film and video, 
photography and painting.



Academy of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics



School of Sciences

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4 
Teacher:  Dr Darryl Nelson 
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification:    2 Unit Physics, 2 Unit Senior Science, SMGS 
Diploma
Related 
HSC Subjects:  Biology, Chemistry, Senior Science, 
  Physics, Mathematics  

Overview
The SMGS Institute of Research and Collaboration in Science 
(SIRCS) gives students an opportunity to embark on research in 
an area of Science they find interesting. Students will collaborate, 
possibly with universities and industry, to produce a research 
paper and/or presentation of their work, freed from the time 
constraints of the syllabus.

Term 1 Overview
Students embark on research led by their interests in Science 
and formulate a proposal. Once this has been approved, 
students can begin an extensive literature review and begin 
their independent investigations. Students in the Institute 
for one term at any time of year will undertake a smaller task. 
Physics and Senior Science students in Year 11 and 12 continue 
coursework.

Term 2 Overview
Students should be well under way with independent data 
gathering and research, depending on the project they 
have selected. Data gathering may continue during Term 3. 
Physics and Senior Science students in Year 11 and 12 continue 
coursework.

Term 4 Overview
Students complete their data gathering and/or literature review. 
Data analysis and final write-up of projects is completed near 
the end of the term, when students present their work. Physics 
and Senior Science students in the new Year 12 cohort begin 
coursework.

School of Engineering

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4 
Teacher:  Dr Michael Barton
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification:    2 Unit Engineering, SMGS Diploma
Related 
HSC Subjects:   Engineering Studies, 
  Physics, Mathematics

Overview
The School of Engineering is directed towards the development 
and application of mathematical, scientific and technological 
skills and their integration with business and management. It 
provides students with skills, knowledge and understanding 
associated with a study of engineering, its practices and 
associated methodologies. 

Term 1 Overview
This module develops an understanding of the basic principles 
associated with engineering. Examples can be used to explain 
these principles without this knowledge being applied to a 
specific component, product or system. Students also select one 
or more products as an introduction to engineering applications 
and write an Engineering Report.

Term 2 Overview
Students will focus on biomedical engineering including 
artificial joints, surgical equipment, artificial limbs, the bionic 
ear and artificial hearts. Students will conduct research on the 
nature and range of biomedical engineering. 

Term 4 Overview
Students will study examples from aeronautical engineering 
including design and construction of recreational aircraft, 
general aviation aircraft, military aircraft, space craft, agricultural 
aircraft, helicopters and home-built aircraft. 

School of Computer Science

Terms Studied: Terms 1 and 4 
Teacher:  Mr John Klimes
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification:    SMGS Diploma
Related 
HSC Subjects:    Information Processes Technology

Overview
The School of Computer Science will enhance student 
engagement and energise learning through real-life problem 
solving. This will be achieved by involving students with 
learning through intuitive and simple icon-based programming 
language that use tools to encourage solution design using 
algorithmic problem-solving techniques. 

Term 1 Overview
Students will enhance their skills by starting to design programs 
to control robots related to “Rescue” or “Soccer”. It is anticipated 
that students will be involved in presenting their robot 
programming in a variety of external competitions. 

Term 4 Overview
Students will learn the basics in relation to controlling and 
programming their robots. Sensors and actuators are covered in 
a modular basis to allow confidence in design and usage. 



School of Innovation and Design

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4 
Teacher:  Mr Perry O’Connor 
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification:    SMGS Diploma
Related 
HSC Subjects:  Design & Technology, Engineering Studies, Physics  

Overview
The School of Innovation and Design draws upon the success of our 
Design and Technology department in developing designers for the 21st 
century. Students study both an array of design products and realise the 
connections between the design process and developing products. 

Year 7 and 8 Overview
Students from Years 7 and 8 will have the opportunity to design and 
develop a teacher-directed project, which draws upon the knowledge of 
traditional mediums. 

Year 9 and 10 Overview
Students in Years 9 and 10 will have the opportunity to develop a student-
led project which can either be governed by local and distance design 
competitions or by personal interest, but are limited to a one-term time 
frame.

Year 11 and 12 Years Overview
Students have the opportunity to study Design and Technology as a HSC 
subject or be given the opportunity to design and develop more complex 
projects for external design competitions or personal interest.

Students in Years 11 and 12 will have the opportunity to spend time on their 
Major Design Projects or on above options given to the Year 9 and 10 group.

School of Mathematics

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 3, 4 
Teacher:  Mrs Sue West
Availability: Years 11-12
Qualification:    Extension 1 Mathematics, Extension 2 Mathematics
Related 
HSC Subjects:   Engineering Studies, Physics

Overview
The School of Mathematics aims to offer students with a passion for 
this subject, the opportunity to further their skills in some different and 
challenging ways.  Students will taste the scope, beauty and elegance of 
mathematics.  Undertaking this course will enhance student capabilities in 
mathematics and better prepare them for tertiary studies in the Sciences.    

Term 1 Overview
Students will delve into algebraic concepts and develop their knowledge of 
the processes and patterns that underpin mathematical thinking. Logic as a 
concept will be studied and the process applied to constructing and solving 
problems involving logic strategies.

Term 2 Overview
Students will look at problem-solving strategies and construct and solve a 
range of mathematical and applied problems using a variety of techniques.  
Students will go beyond the field of Real Numbers and look at Complex and 
Imaginary Numbers and how they can extend their skills in Mathematics.

Term 4 Overview
Students will look at graphing techniques and begin some Calculus.  The 
use of technology to further enhance skills and understanding in this area 
will be introduced.  Students will investigate and further develop an area 
of their choice such as Euclidean Geometry, Patterns in Science or Further 
Polynomials.



School of Aviation
Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4
Teacher:  Mr Phil Ryrie 
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification Recreation Pilot Licence (RPL), Pilot Certificate 
  with Cross Country Endorsement & 
  Private Pilot Licence Course 
Related 
HSC Subjects:  Physics, Engineering, Mathematics, 
  Mathematics Extension 1, Geography 

Overview
The School of Aviation is an opportunity for students to explore a 
number of different sectors of the aviation industry with an emphasis 
on pilot training. To provide students who wish to pursue a career in 
the industry with a competitive advantage when applying for post-
school opportunities. The School of Aviation is comprised of three 
components:

• General Knowledge – suitable for younger students who wish 
to gain a general knowledge of the Aviation industry

• Ground School – theory knowledge required to gain one or 
more of the above qualifications

• Flying Training – practical flight training

One or more of these components can be taken at one time.

General Knowledge Overview
Areas of study include; learning to fly, aeroplane types and uses, 
careers in Aviation and light sports aircraft.

Ground School Overview
Areas of study include; radio communications, aerodynamics, engines, 
systems and instruments, aircraft performance, human performance, 
threat and error management, air legislation, navigation, meteorology 
and flight planning.

Flight Training
Flight exercises include; effects of controls, straight and level flight, 
climbing and descending, turning, takeoff and landing, slow speed 
handling, stalls and recovery, circuit training, departure and joining 
procedures, emergencies, sideslipping



Academy of Exercise Science 
and Sporting Performance



Academy of Exercise Science 
and Sporting Performance

School of Snowsports
Terms Studied: Terms 2, 3
Teacher:  Mr Tim Bland 
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification SMGS Diploma
Related 
HSC Subjects: Personal Development and Physical Education, 
  Sport Lifestyle and Recreation Studies

Overview
The School of Snowsports aims at developing the skills of students at the elite level. 
The students will come to understand the discipline and well-rounded approach that 
is needed in order to achieve success in their field.

Term 2 Overview
During Term 2 students will be improving the skills that are imperative for becoming a 
successful athlete.  Students focus on improving their physical conditioning and agility 
at structured gym and trampoline sessions. Students will also participate in a learning 
program with a focus on nutrition, fitness and equipment maintenance. An athlete 
mentor program will be established with successful athletes in the community.

Term 3 Overview
During the Term 2 holidays and Term 3, students participate in an elite structured 
Snowsports program with the focus on podium performances at Interschools, SSA 
and FIS events. Students train five days a week and have two designated academic 
days. Students are able to participate in the majority of their school classes while 
being supported by the school in the pursuit of their academic and sporting goals.

School of Sporting Performance

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4 
Teacher:  Mrs Kelli Wilson
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification:    SMGS Diploma
Related 
HSC Subjects:    Personal Development and Physical Education, 
  Sport Lifestyle and Recreation Studies

Overview
The School of Sporting Performance provides opportunities for athletes who are 
pursuing a sporting activity not provided by SMGS to engage with their regular 
training program. This will be under the direction of their coach or by using the time 
on a Wednesday to complete academic studies in recognition that students may miss 
academic sessions due to their sporting pursuits. 

Training Plans
Students who are accepted into this school must have access to their regular coach to 
ensure a coaching plan is in place to assist and support the students to achieve at the 
highest levels of their sport. 

Academic Studies
Students are expected to maintain consistent effort ratings across their core subjects 
and meet the academic expectations of the school. It is expected that students will 
find the necessary balance between their sporting and academic pursuits. 

Students will be provided with mentoring sessions with a member of the academic 
teaching staff at school on a regular basis. 



School of Mountain Biking

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4 
Teacher:  Mr Tim Bland/Mr John Klimes
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification:    SMGS Diploma
Related 
HSC Subjects:     Personal Development and Physical Education, 
  Sport Lifestyle and Recreation Studies 

Overview
The School of Mountain Biking Program has been designed to give students 
a foundation in Downhill, Freeride and Cross-Country Mountain Biking. The 
program aims to increase riding skills, improve techniques and give students 
the opportunity to develop a pathway to national level racing. Student’s 
riding skills will progressively increase providing an opportunity to complete 
some conditioning and fitness and to include Cross-Country riding with Trail 
design and construction in the program. Students will work with the local 
bike community in maintaining local infrastructure. Bike maintenance will be 
covered to allow students to be self-sufficient on the trails.

Term 1 Overview
Students will begin with a skills test on the Thredbo Valley Trail. Students 
will then be sorted into groups based on level of competence and move on 
to the Thredbo Mountain.  Students will be under the tutelage of Thredbo 
Mountain Biking and will develop riding skills on the Thredbo Flow Track 
and the Downhill Track. There will also be work done alongside Thredbo 
instructors which will include a mentorship component.

Term 2 Overview
Students will be able to ride a range of trails in and around Jindabyne and 
the lake. This will include the Thredbo Valley Trail, “Pine Forest Jumps”, and 
trails from Jindabyne to Tyrolean together with the downhill trails of East 
Jindabyne. After a season of riding Thredbo, students will be able to try their 
skills on a wide range of trail types and conditions. Students will also learn 
about Trail design and construction in relation to the local environment. 
Students finish off the term by helping the local community with trail 
maintenance and building.

Term 4 Overview
Students will work on establishing the skills needed to ride a variety of trails. 
Students will begin this progression under the tutelage of Action Learning 
Initiatives. It will involve movement through skills courses and a progression 
from easy to difficult flow tracks. The second half of this term will involve the 
group taking their skills to the Thredbo Mountain. After a skills test, students 
will go up the Mountain and ride the Thredbo Flow Track and Downhill Track 
under the guidance of Thredbo Instructors.



School of Equestrian

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4 
Teacher:  Mrs Krista Mower
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification:    Equi-skills Programme,  
  SMGS Diploma
Related 
HSC Subjects:    Personal Development  
  and Physical Education,  
  Sport Lifestyle and   
  Recreation Studies

Overview
The School of Equestrian plans to develop 
and enhance the current equestrian program. 
Students study concurrently models on 
Horsemanship, Facility Design and Horse 
Health.

Term 1 Overview
Students will develop a sound understanding 
of horsemanship using local and international 
trainers through a structured approach. 
Activities will involve practical application, 
catering for all ability and experience levels. 
Students will enhance their horsemanship 
practice by incorporating video analysis and 
group feedback.    

Term 2 Overview
Students will investigate all aspects of 
horse facility design. Students will be able 
to extend upon facilities in which they have 
been involved, as well as research the designs 
of the top facilities within Australia and 
overseas.

Term 4 Overview
Students study the essential component 
of horse health; the regular practices that 
ensure the good health and wellbeing of 
horses. Opportunities may exist to visit key 
facilities in the region, as well as attending 
mini-lectures by leading experts.



Academy of Literature, Business
and Social Sustainability



Academy of Literature, Business
and Social Sustainability

School of Literature 

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 3, 4 
Teacher:  Ms Anne Jones 
Availability: Years 11 and 12
Qualification:    Extension 1 English, Extension 2 English
Related 
HSC Subjects:  Drama, Society and Culture 

Overview
The School of Literature is designed for students who are accomplished, analytical and imaginative 
in their use of English and choose to study at a more intensive level than in Advanced English. 
Students engage with complex levels of conceptualisation and work in increasingly independent 
ways. Study of Preliminary English Extension 1 is a prerequisite for study of HSC English Extension 
1 and 2 courses.

Term 1 Overview
Studying Crime Writing, Preliminary students refine understanding of traditional conventions and 
cultural significance of texts. HSC Extension 1 students continue studying Module B: Texts and 
Ways of Thinking, critically evaluating texts. HSC Extension 2 students continue independent work 
on research and Major Projects.

Term 2 Overview
Analytical and creative texts are composed by students in all courses. Preliminary students explore 
subversions of Crime Writing. HSC English Extension 1 students continue their study of prescribed 
and other texts. HSC English Extension 2 students review all elements of their Major Works.

Term 3 Overview
Anil’s Ghost is examined to investigate a new definition of crime. Students in both Extension 1 
courses experiment with compositions for different audiences and purposes in preparation for 
final examinations. HSC English Extension 2 students finish their Major Works. 

Term 4 Overview
HSC English Extension 1 commences for the new Year 12 with research on contexts of the elective, 
‘After the Bomb’, and evaluation of texts that relate to the Cold War period. HSC English Extension 
2 students commence research and development of their Major Work concept, assessed during 
a Viva Voce. 

School of Languages and Culture 

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4 
Teacher:  Ms Madonna Siegenthaler
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification:    SMGS Diploma
Related 
HSC Subjects:   Society and Culture, Languages

Overview
The idea of travel and foreign countries inspires most people to dream of distant lands. The School 
of Languages and Culture will help students gain a knowledge and appreciation of other cultures 
in the global community. Students will have the opportunity to study food, travel and tourism 
destinations, festivals and celebrations and language modules of their choice. 

Term 1 Overview
The curiosity of experiencing and learning about new foods will motivate students to formulate 
their own interest study around the topic Food. Diverse options could include learning about food 
from a country of choice, creating a cookbook, speciality foods or unusual foods. Alternatively, 
students may choose an introductory or continuing language module.

Term 2 Overview
This term students ‘travel the world’, planning an itinerary with a budget for accommodation, 
transport, food and tourist attractions. Other options exist for them to formulate their own 
interest study also, such as a skier or a ‘surfers’ guide to Europe’. Alternatively, students may choose 
an introductory or continuing language module.

Term 4 Overview
Students ‘celebrate’ and develop their own interest topic around the theme ‘Traditions, Festivals 
and Celebrations’. Example ideas could include costumes, dances, food, unusual festivals or even a 
Festival Guide. There will be an opportunity to visit the Oktoberfest and to also combine with the 
Schools of Music, Drama and Theatre Studies and Visual Arts for a Theatre Restaurant experience. 
Alternatively, students may choose an introductory or continuing language module.



School of Vocational Training 

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 3, 4 
Teacher:  Mr Andrew Bell
Availability: Years 11 and 12
Qualification:    TAFE TVET Course
Related 
HSC Subjects:    Various

Overview
The TVET program is an opportunity for Year 11 and 12 students 
to complete two, four or six units of their HSC at TAFE. All TVET 
courses contribute units towards the HSC in each year of study, and 
framework courses offer an optional ATAR.

Why TVET?
As a TVET student you will enrol in your school studies, plus a 
TAFE course, making you eligible for a TAFE qualification as well as 
working towards your HSC. All TVET courses are designed to lead to 
higher level TAFE courses. TVET courses will allow you to continue 
to study in your chosen field and will improve your chances to enter 
the workforce.

Cooma TAFE
Students will travel to Cooma each Wednesday to study at the 
Cooma TAFE. Students are responsible for making their own way to 
Cooma. There is a bus service that departs at 7:30am and arrives 
back at 5:00pm, which enables students to participate.  

Academic Exclusions
Students will not be able to study Extension English or Extension 
Mathematics if they undertake a TVET course in the School of 
Vocational Training, as they would not be present for any face-to-
face lessons at SMGS. 

School of Early Childhood Education  

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 3, 4 
Teacher:  Ms Emma Smith
Availability: Years 9, 10, 11, 12
Qualification:    TAFE TVET Course, SMGS Diploma
Related 
HSC Subjects:    Society and Culture, Exploring Early Childhood 

Overview
The School of Early Childhood Education will provide the knowledge, 
understanding, skills and values developed through Child Studies 
for a foundation in a wide range of study options in and beyond 
school, and also a range of vocational pathways that support and 
enhance the wellbeing of children. Study within the school will also 
support students as they engage in voluntary caring, supervision 
and child support roles and in formal work opportunities such as 
childcare and education.

Year 9 and 10 
Child Studies will assist students to understand the significant 
impact of the child’s environment and the role that the child and 
others can take in the active construction of this environment. They 
will have the opportunity to reflect and think critically on the value 
of the cultural context and influence of ancestral and traditional 
practices. They will learn to identify, create and evaluate solutions 
to enhance child wellbeing. They will become aware of and learn to 
access a range of relevant community resources and services. 

Year 11 and 12
The Exploring Early Childhood course aims to give students an 
overview of development and related issues within an early 
childhood context. It provides the opportunity to consider a range 
of issues in relation to the individual student, their family and 
the community. As well as reflecting on the personal relevance 
of childhood issues, students are encouraged to consider the 
implications for future interactions with children, be these as a 
parent, friend, carer or educator.

School of Business and Law 

Terms Studied: Terms 1, 2, 4 
Teacher:  Miss Phoebe Riorden 
Availability: Years 7-12
Qualification:    SMGS Diploma
Related 
HSC Subjects:    Business Studies, Legal Studies, 
  Society and Culture, Geography

Overview
The School of Business and Social Inquiry draws on cross-
disciplinary concepts and social research methodologies from 
anthropology, communication, cultural studies, media studies, 
philosophy, psychology, social ecology and sociology.  It also 
combines this with business principles and practices. 

Term 1 Overview
The focus of this study is the interactions between persons, 
societies, cultures and environments, both in contemporary 
society and in societies across time. Students will learn about the 
fundamental concepts of society, culture, persons, environment, 
time and how the concepts of power, authority, gender and 
technology can be integrated across the Social and Cultural World.

Term 2 Overview
The focus of this in-depth study shows how people in different 
social, cultural and environmental settings can better understand 
each other and their world. Students learn about the fundamental 
concepts of society, culture, persons, environment, time and how 
the concepts of power, authority, gender and technology can be 
integrated across Intercultural Communication.

Term 4 Overview
The focus of this study is to understand the nature of social and 
cultural research methodologies and to apply the fundamental 
concepts of Society and Culture within the context of continuity 
and change in a selected country. Students will learn about the 
fundamental concepts of society, culture, persons, environment, 
time and how the concepts of power, authority, gender and 
technology can be integrated across Social and Cultural Continuity 
and Change.



Which year levels can participate in the Academies of Excellence Program?

All students in Years 7 to 10 are involved in the program.  Students in Years 11 and 12 can 
also participate in the program without missing any classes in their HSC suite of subjects, 

with the exception of Extension Mathematics or Extension English, which occur during 
this time. Some of the electives can also be included as one of the subjects for the HSC. 
Students in TVET (TAFE) learning are able to do so on Wednesdays without missing any 
HSC subject classes. Students in Year 11 or 12 who are not in the program use the time as 

personal study sessions in the workroom in the Library or can apply to study from home.  

Does SMGS offer a full academic program as well as the Academies of Excellence 
Program?

Yes, all students will study subjects that are fully compliant with NSW BOSTES, which 
meets full academic registration and accreditation requirements. In fact, in some subjects, 
students at SMGS study more than the required mandatory hours. We are able to achieve 

this through careful and considered planning, highly efficient use of our timetable, a slightly 
longer school day than many schools, and minimising downtime. 

Are students still able to participate in Sport and Co-Curricular activities?

Yes, absolutely. In fact, all students in the Academies of Excellence Program will still engage 
in our existing sporting program as a minimum. Students choosing the Academy of 

Exercise Science and Sporting Performance will actually increase their time involved in the 
sporting program.

Does the program operate all year and how often can students change electives?

The program operates for three terms per year: Terms 1, 2 and 4 (Term 3 is Snowsports). 
Students can change electives every term if they wish, or remain in the same program 
all year. Students are not able to change programs in the middle of a term due to the 

resources committed for the existing term.

Does it replace the existing Year 9/10 Elective Program?

Yes. The Year 9/10 elective lines are used to create the academic time for Year 9/10 
students. The offerings have not decreased however – they have actually increased. 

Students in Years 7 and 8 get some choice for their academic studies for the first time.

Does it mean Year 7-10 students are in the same class?

Yes. We have been operating Year 9-10 classes for over 10 years. We have operated 
vertical sport for just as long with students in Years 7-10 being in the same sport choices. 

Research confirms that age is not important when considering the talents and peer 
learning available. We are confident that this model will not detract from the educatioanl 

experience of our students.

Will Years 7-10 students be taught the same thing?

Sometimes. It depends on the School and Academy. Most schools and academies 
are developing pathways for students with more structure in Years 7 and 8 and 

buildingtowards academic independence in Years 9 and 10.

What is the cost to participate in the program?

The cost to participate varies depending on which elective is chosen Some cost nothing at 
all, most have a modest cost and some have a higher cost that is commensurate with the 

type of activities being undertaken.

How many students in each School?

We cannot be sure. Our modelling indicates that approximately 110 students will be in 
Years 7-10 and there are 15 schools. If there was an even distribution there would be 
approximately 8 students per School. Early indication of student preliminary choices 

indicate numbers of no more than about 20 in the most popular options (snowsports)

Are there minimum and maximum numbers?

Yes. Our modelling has a fully staffed structure. However, if there is significant demand in a 
particular school and less in another, we may need to make some rational decisions about 

the viability of running some schools, however this is not anticipated. When maximum 
numbers are considered, preference will be given to older students who have less time to 

participate in the program.

Will there be visiting experts used to enhance the learning?

Yes. We have had interest from a number of people in our local community and networks 
who want to be involved. The aim of the programs are to have linkages to real life contexts 

so we welcome others into the program in guest expert sessions and in residence 
programs.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



Snowy Mountains Grammar School

6339 Kosciuszko Road  PO Box 258
Jindabyne NSW 2627

PH:  (02) 6457 1022    Fax: (02) 6457 1023  
Email:  info@smgs.nsw.edu.au


